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Post these tools around your classroom to support consistency of 
implementation in routines.
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Common Language
Curriculum Supports: Routines

© STAR Autism Support 2020.Coach Resources: Common Language

Attending Commands Social / Requesting 
*model if needed

Come here

Walk with me

Stop

Wait

Sit down / Stand up

Hands down

Look at me

Look at __________________

Hi,______________/ Bye, ____________

Want ________________ 

I want _______________ 

No __________________ 

Help / Help, please

Want help

Play / Following Directions 
*give direction, pause and give child time,  

if needed provide hand over hand

Answering Questions
*ask question, pause give child time to respond

Do this. (model steps in play, then say ”Do this”

My turn / Your turn

Pick it up

Put it in

Put it here

Get (object) and give it to (name)

Go to (location) and get (objects)

Give me ______________.  
(object or a number of objects)

What is this?

Who is this?

What is _________________ doing? (Actions)

How does ________________ feel? (Emotion)

Other



How to Provide Prompts for Routines

©STAR Autism Support 2021.Routine Essentials - How to Provide Prompts for Routines

Tips to avoid prompt dependence:

1.	 Start with the least intensive prompt to increase the student’s success. 

2.	 Fade your prompts as quickly as possible.

3.	 Start with the least intensive prompt to increase the student’s success.

Model prompt 
Verbal, visual, or  
gestural prompt

Partial physical prompt Full physical prompt

Steps for using prompts:

1.	 1. Direct your child’s attention to the cue—say it once!  
(e.g. “Get your pencil”).

2.	 Give your child a chance to respond (e.g. wait 5-10 seconds). 

3.	 Respond to your child’s attempt:

a.	 Correct response: Provide positive feedback

b.	 Incorrect response: Repeat the cue, provide the least restrictive 
prompt that will ensure success, and then provide positive feedback

3.	 Go to the next step of the routine. 

Least-to-most



Routine Essentials - Independent Work Systems - Independence Measurement Scale/Prompting Hierarchy Poster ©STAR Autism Support 2021.

4	–	Independent
3	–	Visual, gestural, or 

verbal prompt
2	–	Physical prompts 

for part 
1	 –	Physical prompts 

for all or most 
0	–	No response
N/A

PROMPTING HIERARCHY POSTER
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