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Supporting ALL Students in 
Inclusive Settings

Creating an Infrastructure to Ensure Students With 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities are Included in 

General Education 

Building Sustainable Systems of Support 
For ALL Students in Inclusive Settings  

What: 

 Focus on positive outcomes for:

o Students, Staff and Parents

Why: 

 Research guides us:

o Effective practices for students

o Effective  staff development 

How:

 Empower school districts:

1. Multilevel systems of supports for students

2. Practical, easy access professional development for general 
education staff

3. Effective teacher tools!
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Building Sustainable Systems of Support 
For ALL Students in Inclusive Settings  

How:

 Empower school districts:

1. Multilevel systems of supports for students
2. Practical, easy access professional development for general 

education staff

3. Effective teacher tools!
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Recipe for Success
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Opportunities
to participate in 
group settings!

Supported
practice in small group 

settings

Teach
foundational skills/content

 Joint attention, modeling, observational learning
 Receptive and Expressive Language
 Academics
 Social
 Small and Large Group Routines
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Effective Instruction Includes

How to Teach
Evidence‐based Practices

What to Teach
Content of Instruction
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How to Teach:  Research Guides Practice
National Professional Development Center on ASD

and National  Standards Report
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http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/
www.nationalautismcenter.org

Principles of ABA
Task Analysis
Discrete Trial Training
Reinforcement   Systems
Peer Mediated Instruction     
Schedules
Visual Supports
Aug Communication
Self‐Management
Modeling/Imitation
Pivotal Response Training
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Use Evidence‐Based Practices  Importance of Teaching
Foundational Skills/Content

• Observational learning

• Joint attention

• Attending

• Modeling

• Social skills such as:

Turn taking

Sharing

Waiting

• Receptive Language

• Expressive Language

• Social and Play Skills

• Academic Skills

• Daily School Routines
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Including students in general education instruction and activities is 
successful when students are taught skills needed to participate in group 
settings.
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Curricula for EI/ECSE and Elementary Level Children

• STAR  Program (Strategies for Teaching based‐on Autism Research, Arick, Loos, 
Falco and Krug, 2004 ) for teaching:
 Receptive & Expressive Language

 Pre‐academic Skills

 Play/Social Skills

 Functional Routines

• Parent training component (Teaching Social Communication to Children with 
Autism; Ingersoll and Dvortscak, Guilford Press,  2009)

• Inclusion and mainstreaming

• Peer tutoring and peer buddies

• PECS (Pyramid Educational Consultants, 2005)

• Additional Augmentative Communication Systems

• Structured Teaching 

• Incidental Teaching

• Commercial academic programs
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Evidence‐based Strategies:
Video Examples of Teaching 
Foundational Skills/Content
Using the STAR ProgramPivotal Response Training 

(PRT): Expressive Language

Discrete Trial Training (DTT): 
Receptive Language

Self‐Management :
Functional Routines

Progress: Two Years Later

Middle and High School Students

Themes:
• Independence and Self‐Determination   

• Functional and Generalized Skills

• Strength‐Based Curriculum

• Post‐Secondary Transition and 
Employability

Content:
• Expressive/Receptive Language

• Academics in the Context of Daily Life 
Routines

• Social Communication

• Complex Vocational Tasks

• Functional Daily Routines
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Teaching Skills Needed for Independence
Using the Links Curriculum: Video Example
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Movie Simulation Example
Using the Links Curriculum
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Building Sustainable Systems of Support 
For ALL Students in Inclusive Settings  

How:

 Empower school districts:

1. Multilevel systems of supports for students

2. Practical, easy access professional development 
for general education staff

3. Effective teacher tools!
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Professional Development for 
General Education Teachers
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Building Sustainable Systems of Support 
For ALL Students in Inclusive Settings  

How:

 Empower school districts:

1. Multilevel systems of supports for students

2. Practical, easy access professional development for general 
education staff

3. Effective teacher 

tools!
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Teachers  Need Tools
Everyone Working Together 

 Special Education 
Professionals:
 Core Curricula
 Data Driven 

Instructional 
Resources

 Working Together 
with  General
Education Staff

 General Education 
Professionals:
 Awareness/knowledge 

of learning 
characteristics

 Practical‐classroom 
ready tools/supports

 Data Driven 
Instructional 
Resources

Planning Tools:
Special Education/General Education Staff  Working  Together

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Star Autism Support E‐Scheduler

Five Tips  
Successful Group Instruction for Students with 

Significant Cognitive Disabilities

1. Pre‐plan activities and instructional materials

2. Engage learners with active participation

3. Focus on teaching skills for “group learning” such as 
waiting, turn taking, peer interaction, attending to 
teacher instructions

4. Differentiate task requirements based on student 
developmental levels

5. Provide visual and environmental supports  to promote 
independence

Star Autism Support Inc 2014
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Supported Small Group

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Supported Small Group

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Add Reinforcement Strategies When Initially 
Teaching Group Interaction Skills

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Support Auditory Information 
with Pictures

Star Autism Support Inc 2014
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Use Visuals

Provides the student a visual representation of 
how to do each step of the activity

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Whose Turn Is It Sequence Strip

Turn taking made easy……….place photos of 
students in boxes to indicated whose turn it is.

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Use Visuals to Teach 
Group Expectations

Star Autism Support Inc 2014
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Use Visuals to Teach 
Group Expectations

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Use Visuals to Teach 
Group Expectations

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

More Visual Supports 
for Group Instruction

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Same Activity: 
Different Levels for Active Participation

Star Autism Support Inc 2014
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Same Activity: 
Different Levels for Active Participation

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Use Visuals to Support  Independence
and Work in a Team

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Scavenger Hunt

Scavenger Hunt
Same Team/Different Levels

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Peer Power!

Checklists for 

volunteers 

and 

peer buddies 

Star Autism Support Inc 2014
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Peer 
Power

Star Autism Support Inc 2014

Resources
Teacher Tools/STAR Media Center

38

The STAR Program: Version 2

39

Assessment and 

Instruction for 

Secondary 

Students
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E‐Learning Modules
Coming Soon
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STAR Autism Support

www.starautismsupport.com

503‐297‐2864
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The STAR Autism Support
Media Center

The Media Center was designed to be your one-stop
shop for supporting a complete daily curriculum.

Downloadable Resources Include:
Visual Supports Library

Monthly Updated Themed Units:
• Activity ideas (small group, individual, and

 classroom activities)
• Printable worksheets
• Visual and environmental supports

Training Videos Include:
• 154 (and counting) STAR Program Video Lessons
• Hundreds of Example Videos
• STAR Program Recorded Webinars

 (Getting Started, Discrete Trial, Pivotal Response and more!)

Schedule Assistant Includes:
• STAR Schedule Templates
• Customizable Scheduling App for Personalized

 Class Schedules

To learn more and to get the special introductory price
contact Reid Druck at reid.druck@starautismsupport.com
or call 503-297-2864.

STAR On-Demand
Training Video 

Library

Classroom Toolkit
Visual Supports and

Activities Library

Daily E-Scheduler

A Must Have in ALL STAR Classrooms!

www.starautismsupport.com
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