
© STAR Autism Support 2021. Links.Lunchtime – Vocabulary: Memory

Lunchtime

Vocabulary: Memory

Objective:
This activity reinforces pattern recognition, matching, and decision-making skills to complete a collaborative  
memory task. 

Materials:
• Sequence strip (provided)

• Memory cards (provided)

• Heavy card stock paper

• Scissors

Preparation:
1. Print, laminate, and cut out the sequence strip.

2. Print the memory cards on heavy card stock paper (2 sets), and cut them out.

3. Shuffle the cards so matching cards are not near each other.

4. Lay the cards face down in rows on the table or floor, forming the rows into a rectangle or square.

5. Make sure the cards are not touching each other.

6. Have the sequence strip on hand, and refer to it throughout the activity to guide students.

Instructions:

1. Explain that the class will be playing a lunchtime-themed memory game. 

2. Model how to play the game:

a. Turn over one card. 

b. Identify the picture on the card. 

c. Turn over a second card.

d. Identify the picture on the card.

e. Determine if the cards match.

i. If the cards match, explain that the player gets to keep the cards.

ii. If the cards are not a match, turn them over and explain that it is the next player’s turn. 

3. The game ends when all cards have been matched. Students count their cards and the student with the most  
cards wins.
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Considerations:

• The number of pairs of cards used depends on the ability level of the students; 12–16 is ideal.

• If completing this activity at home with your student, keep the following in mind:

• The materials do not have to be laminated. 

• This game can be played with one student, or, if there are siblings or other family members at home, invite 
them to join the game.

• Depending on your student’s learning level, follow the suggestions for differentiation section below for more 
specific suggestions. 

Suggestions for Differentiation:
Essential:  

• Provide the cue “do this,” and model the action. 

• If needed, model requesting help, and encourage the student to imitate using their mode of communication.

• Lay one set of the cards face up on the table. Put the second set in a “draw” pile. Have the student draw a card 
and match it to a card laying face up.

Intermediate: 
• Explain the activity using one-step directions, and teach the student to reference the sequence strip when needed.  

Advanced: 
• Explain the activity using multi-step directions. 

• Consider having the student identify the memory cards for other students when they request assistance. 
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Account Balance

Cafeteria

Bowl

Chair

Memory cards
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Condiments

Entrée

Drink

Garbage

Memory cards
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I.D. Number

Napkins

Keypad

Plate

Memory cards
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Side

Tray

Table

Utensils

Memory cards


